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e This form is used when there is a need to prevent your dissertation from being made available online via OpenUCT, for
the reasons stated below.
o For more details, see: UCT Open Access policy.
e This form must be completed and uploaded to PeopleSoft in a service request when you give notice of your intention to
submit.

The principle that all research results should be freely available governs all research conducted at the University of Cape Town.
Therefore, no-one will be allowed to undertake research for the purposes of a Masters, if the results of which may not be
published. However, on rare occasions there may be a good reason for a short delay in making the dissertation available to
anyone other than the supervisors and examiners. The University of Cape Town will consider giving such a dispensation on
application to the Faculty. Good cause must be shown for the suppression of a dissertation. The suppression period, which starts
at graduation (confer date), may range from a minimum of six months to a period not exceeding three years.

The Faculty will consider each application (either at a meeting or by Chair’s circular) and will make a determination after
consultation with the Research Contracts and Intellectual Property Services Office (RCIPS).

If such permission is given, the dissertation will not be added to UCT Library’s OpenUCT digital repository. Only at the end of the
specified period, the dissertation will be added to UCT Library’s OpenUCT digital repository.

Application must be made before the time of uploading the dissertation for examination so as to enable the Faculty (by means
of an amended Examiner Declaration Form) to place the examiners under an obligation of confidentiality and to make clear to
examiners that, should they wish to discuss the dissertation for purposes of examination, the Faculty must be informed
beforehand so that the Faculty can place such persons under an obligation of confidentiality as well.
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Publication pending

Approval: Supervisor, Dean
Period of suppression: 6, 12 or
24 months. No option for
reducing or increasing once
approved.

Select the period of suppression

Please note that the period chosen cannot be extended/adjusted once this form
has been submitted.
The dissertation title, your name and the abstract will not be suppressed.

Intellectual property (IP) /
patent pending

Approval: Supervisor, Dean,
DVC

Period of suppression: 6-
month blocks to a maximum
of 3 years.

Additional requirement: IP
assessment form required.

Select the period of suppression

The dissertation will not be made available via OpenUCT until such time as the
patenting process has been completed. Please note that the dissertation title,
your name, and the abstract will not be supressed and will be available via
OpenUCT. Please provide a neutralised* abstract as a separate pdf document if
the current abstract is not appropriate.

Sensitive content

Approval: Supervisor, Dean,
DVC

Period of suppression:
Indicated by candidate.

Please indicate your period of suppression:

The dissertation will not be made available via OpenUCT; a hard copy of the
dissertation will be lodged in the special collections section of the library. Please
note that the dissertation title, your name and the abstract will not be
supressed and will be available via OpenUCT. Please provide a neutralised*
abstract as a separate pdf document if the current abstract is not appropriate.
Please provide details of the sensitive content and motivation for the indefinite
OpenUCT suppression request as a separate pdf document. The motivation must
be attached to this form when submitted.
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Commercialisation
Confidentiality

Approval: Supervisor, Dean,
DVC
Period of suppression: 2 years

The dissertation will not be made available via OpenUCT until the expiry of the
period of suppression where the publication of the dissertation could have
adverse effects on the business, e.g., impacting trading on the JSE, competitors
learning of a new business strategy. These situations are typically encountered
in the GSB, but there may be contractual arrangement with a party that is the
subject of research in any faculty at UCT.

Please provide details and a motivation for the suppression request as a
separate pdf document. The motivation must be attached to this form when
submitted.
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Copyright of images

Approval: Supervisor
Period of suppression: 2 years

Please provide details and a motivation for the suppression request as a
separate pdf document. The motivation must be attached to this form when
submitted.

*The abstract on OpenUCT may be neutralised, but the examiners will see the full version (this applies to dissertations to be embargoed and
where the examiner has signed a confidentiality agreement)
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