Reference request for my application to UCT’s Conservation Biology MSc programme 

Dear @@@

I have applied for a place in the 2027 Conservation Biology MSc programme at the University of Cape Town. This is an intensive, 13-month MBA-like program comprising eight months of coursework and a five-month research project. The coursework is in the form of compulsory modules, including topics such as relevant elements of ecological modelling, conservation genetics, resource economics, alien invasives, disturbance ecology, landscape ecology and GIS. Further details on the course are available here. 

There is considerable competition for places on the course, and the selection committee prefers students who already have some experience of working in the conservation arena. They also select students from a diverse range of backgrounds (e.g. men and women from within and outside of Africa; recent graduates as well as employees of conservation agencies, educational institutions and museums; organismal and molecular biologists) because students learn as much from their peers as they do from formal tuition.

I would greatly appreciate it if you could send them a reference for me. Please comment specifically on my academic performance, personality and people skills (including ability to work in groups), and on my numeracy and ability with computers (word processing and spreadsheets).

Please send your confidential comments by email to fitz@uct.ac.za as soon as possible, but at the latest by 23 August.  

