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CONTINENTAL DRIFT EVENTS

EONS PERIODS

Continents drift to
present positions

Continents break up into
recognizable modern
continents

Pangaea begins to split
into Gondwanaland in

the South and Laurasia
in the North

Pangaea
(All continents form a single
land mass)

Landmasses begin to form
a single landmass called
Pangaea

Continents form a
“Pre-pangaea”

Continents collide as
Paleozoic Oceans close

Ancient oceans separate
continents

Continents were flooded
by shallow seas

Breakup of the
super-continent Rhodinia
(formed 1100 mya)

Indicates 5 major extinction
events that punctuate the
history of life on earth

¢

The Cretaceous - Tertiary extinction
event at 65 million years ago is
r)robably the best known because it
ed to the demise of the dinosaurs.
However, the biggest mass extinction
event of all time is the Permian -
Triassic event. This occurred around
251 million years ago and resulted
in the elimination of about 95% of
known species.

Time scale and illustrations are not
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Fossil Bacteria, Baberton, South Africa
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SOME MAJOR EVENTS
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Drepanophycus

Early vertebrates

Cambrian explosion
Molluscs, branchiopodes, trilobites 7
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Oldest native rocks preserved on earth
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