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The most important 
slide

If you have any questions or problems with 
any of the proposal tools, do not hesitate 

to send an email to

salthelp@saao.ac.za 



A first attempt for a 
proposal

Shall I compare thee to a summer‘s day?
Thou art more lively and more temperate.

But thy eternal summer shall not fade
Nor lose possession of that fair thou owest.

Might be suitable for your loved one,
but definitely not for SALT...



A second attempt for a 
proposal 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8" standalone="yes"?>
<Proposal id="2007-1-RSA-015" final="false" Version="0.52"
                PrincipalInvestigator="dibnob@saao.ac.za"
                PrincipalContact="dibnob@saao.ac.za">
    <Title>
        Occultation of Triton         
    </Title>
    <Abstract>
        SALTICAM in slotmode will be used...
    <Abstract>
</Proposal>

You surely don‘t want to write this yourself!
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So how do you get your proposal
beyond this door?



The proposing process
1. Plan your observation.

2. Create your proposal.

3. Submit your proposal.

4. Check and accept your proposal.

5. If necessary, resubmit your proposal.

6. Hope for good weather.

7. Receive your data.



Plan your observation

• What do you need to do?

There are two simulators which can help 
you in deciding about your instrument 
configuration:
Salticam Simulator
RSS Simulator
There also is a tool for creating slit masks, 
but this won‘t be discussed here.



Plan your Observation

• When and how long can your target(s) be 
observed?

There is a tool for checking the visibility:
Visibility Tool



Create and (re-)submit 
your proposal

There is a tool for assisting you when creating, 
submitting or resubmitting a proposal:

Principal Investigator Proposal Tool (PIPT)



Check and accept your 
proposal

Your proposal can be checked and 
accepted with a dedicated online tool:

Web Manager



Hope for good weather



Receive your data

... This is beyond the scope of this talk ...



Salticam Simulator
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Salticam Simulator

SNR=42
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The Salticam Simulator can be 
used to simulate a Salticam 
exposure for various target 

spectra.



magnitudes for spectrum

choose target spectrum



choose detector 
setup

signal-to-noise, counts, 
saturation



Compare target 
and background 
spectra



RSS Simulator
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RSS Simulator

in
t.

freq.

The RSS Simulator is essentially the 
same as the Salticam Simulator, but 
as RSS is a spectrograph, it comes 

with a few extra goodies...



wavelength coverage



throughput for wavelengths



count spectrum

SNR spectrum



Visibility Tool
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Visibility Tool
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The Visibility Tool tells you when 
and for how long a target can be 

observed with SALT.



airmass plot
track

Moon and Sun



brightness of Moon

source visible



Beware!

Note that the Visibility 
Tool tells you what the 
phase of the Moon is, 
but not how close it is 
to your target!

This will be improved in 
the next version.



PIPT



PIPT

The PIPT lets you create, submit 
and resubmit your proposals.



navigation tree

form

observing times



Blocks

A Block is the smallest unit which can be 
scheduled.

In other words: All the content of a Block will 
be observed in one go, whereas different 
Blocks may be observed at different times.



Keep in mind...

• When you want to add or remove 
something, the right mouse button is your 
friend.

• Pay attention to the overhead times!
Sometimes the overhead can be reduced 
significantly by choosing a more 
appropriate filter sequence.



Keep in mind...

• Don‘t forget about the track length.

• Red colour means that something is missing 
(but this isn‘t entirely reliable).

• You must have an account at
http://wmteaching.salt.ac.za/wm
 before you can submit a proposal.

• Remember: Help is only an email away!
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Web Manager

The Web Manager allows you to view your 
proposals, and it allows the SALT Astronomers to 

make administrative changes.

It is an online application, so you just need a 
browser for using it.

You can find it at http://wmteaching.salt.ac.za/wm
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live weather data
(disabled)

your proposals

statistical 
data



proposal details



customise 
proposal 

view



query your 
proposal(s)



You are special!
A special server has been set up for the proposals you 

create as part of this course.

Please make sure that you create an account on and 
submit your proposals to this server only.

The URL is http://wmteaching.salt.ac.za/wm

Thanks!
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Try it out yourself now!


