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SKA Reference Design – dense aperture arrays
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Dense aperture arrays – European efforts: SKADS
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2005-2009
EU FP6  38/11 M€

200m2 in Westerbork, 100 m2 in Nançay
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 AAVP

ESKAC + EU-PrepSKA PI’s
 (the ‘Board’)

AAVP Team
Coordinator         Program Engineer
System Engineer  Program Scientist 

SPDO

     A3IV
ASTRON
Build and test 
astronomically 
capable AA.
Use EMBRACE & 
derivatives for 
ongoing test and 
development.

Domain Leaders

SSEC

Director & PE

   DAAVS
UK
Build, test & calibrate 
an all digital AA. On a 
representative site.
Use 2-PAD & 
derivatives for 
ongoing test and 
development.

  AA-SEM
Portugal
Provide a site, 
infrastructure and 
power for a 
representative site, 
including solar 
power.
Assist with detailed 
testing of AAs 
installed.

   AA-Tech
ASTRON
The development 
programmes for the 
AA sub-systems. 
The technology 
developed here are 
used in the 
demonstrators.

   AA-SDS
UK
System design 
studies with close 
connection to the 
requirements to 
meet the science 
goals.
Inc. simulations, 
costing & proc’g 
requirements.

  AA-Lo
INAF/IRA
Development of the 
low frequency specific 
AA components. Most 
sub-systems will be re-
used from AA-hi.  
Lessons learned from 
activities in LOFAR 
and other LF Arrays.

Aperture Array Verification Programme
17M€; 9 EU countries + AUS,SA ; 2009-2012
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