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These and many other questions are 
answered in this full-colour illustrated book.

Climate change affects us all, but it can be a 
confusing business. Three leading South African 
scientists who have worked on the issue for over two 
decades help you to make sense of this topic. The 
book is organized into over fi fty ‘frequently asked 
questions’, each with a brief, clear and scientifi cally 
up-to-date reply. The four main sections take you 
through the science of how the climate system 
works, the projected impacts in Southern Africa 
during the 21st century, what this means for South 
African society, and what can be done to avoid 
harm. The profuse illustrations and local examples 
help to explain complex issues in simple terms. The 
book is aimed at interested but non-scientist readers, 
including business people, decision-makers and 
students, and is very timely in relating to impending 
international treaties and national efforts to avoid the 
worst consequences of a changing climate.

Climate Change: 
Briefi ngs from Southern Africa
Bob Scholes, Mary Scholes and Mike Lucas

 ■ How do greenhouse gases warm the Earth?
 ■ How hot will it get?
 ■ Will South Africa run out of water?
 ■ How will agriculture be affected?
 ■ What will happen to ocean currents?
 ■ Will marine fi sheries collapse?
 ■ What are the effects of ocean acidifi cation?
 ■ Is sea-level rise something to worry about?
 ■ Can solar and wind power meet our energy 

needs?
 ■ How can I reduce my carbon footprint?
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